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When we cling to the  
unchanging character of  

Christ, we can weather the 
winds of  change.  



Pastorôs Column 

December 31st 
marks the end of a 
decade, and the 
beginning of a new 
one. As we come 
closer to entering 
this new decade, I 

find myself both looking ahead and 
also reflecting back on the past. It is 
2020! How did this happen? Time just 
seems to fly faster and faster. 
 

I am beginning to understand in a 
more meaningful way the words of  
2 Peter 3:8, ñbut  do not ignore this 
one fact, beloved, that with the Lord 
one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like one day.ò  
 
 
 
 
 
Time is all relative. The past is im-
portant because we have learned 
much from it. The future is important, 
because Christ walks with us into a 
future filled with hope. 
 

But, the present is where we live, and 
where we share the good news  of 
love and forgiveness that comes with 
Godôs Kingdom. This is an important 
mission for us, it is an important pur-
pose for living, because sin is still in 
the world, and all around us. Evil 
seems to be separating us like never 
before in my lifetime. We are told that 
people who think differently than we 
do are evil, and it seems that once we 
hear that over and over, it seems easi-
er to believe it. 

 

Do Christians 
have a ñGod 
gap?ò 
Where do our dif-

ferences in understanding life come 
from? Many places of course, we all 
have different experiences in life. But 
we are Christians, donôt you think all 
Christians should think alike? That 
would be ideal wouldnôt it! 
 

In January we will be exploring just 
that question by taking a look at how 
we interpret scripture. Not all Chris-
tians read the Bible in the same way.  
I believe that is the root of many of our 
disagreements when we try to put the 
principles of the Bible into practice in 
our everyday life. 
 

This may be the most important ser-
mon series and study I have ever of-
fered. Please join us in worship  and 
in our study group as you possibly 
can. And remember to keep each oth-
er in prayer, even if we happen to dis-
agree on how the Bible calls us to re-
spond to one or two social issues.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to order a book, 
ñMaking Sense of the Bible:  
Rediscovering the Power of Scrip-
ture Todayò, contact me as soon as 
possible. 
 
We have all sinned and fallen short of 
the glory of God, and yet Christ loved 
us enough as we are to live and die 
and be resurrected for us. That gift 
gives me hope for the future, and hope 
for the decade of 2020. 
 
Iôll see you in worship, if not before.  
May Godôs Kingdom come, on earth as 
it is in heaven, and have a blessed 
day! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Paul D. Baker 
am.umc.pastor@gmail.com 

(320) 455-7314 
 

MAKING SENSE  
OF THE BIBLE 
Video Book Study 
Have you ever thoughté 
I just donôt get the Bible? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Sundays after worship ser-
vice, starting January 5th, for this vid-
eo and book study on how we interpret 
scripture. This will be a whirlwind of a 
journey through the scriptures, but 
hopefully this time together will help 
you to build your foundation for future 
biblical study. Invite a friend as we use 
this time together to grow in our faith.   

 

A brief description  
of Adam Hamiltonôs book 
Making Sense of the Bible. 

 

Denominations from evangelical to 
mainline continue to experience deep 
divisions over universal social issues. 
The underlying debate isnôt about a 
particular social issue, but instead it is 
about how we understand the nature  
of scripture and how we should  

interpret it. 
 

The worldôs bestselling, most-read, 
and most-beloved book is also one of 
the most confusing. In Making Sense 
of the Bible, Adam Hamilton, one of 
the countryôs leading pastors and 
Christian authors, addresses the hot-
button issues that plague the church 
and cultural debate, and answers many 
of the questions frequently asked by 
Christians and non-Christians alike. 

 

In approachable and inviting language, 
Hamilton addresses often misunder-
stood biblical themes leading readers 
to a deeper appreciation of the Bible 
so that we might hear God speak 

through it and find its words to be life-
changing and life-giving. 

 
We hope to see you there! 

 

¥ 



Grieving with families 
À The Don Mendelson  
Family. Don passed away 
November 10th at the age    
of 91.  

À The Schladetzky Family. 
The mother, Kjersten, and her 
two sons William (11) and Nelson (9) 
killed by estranged husband/father. 

À The Ginny Gutknecht Family. Ginnyôs 
brother Lloyd passed away suddenly on 
December 6th - exactly one year after her 
sister Lynn passed away Dec. 6th, 2018. 

À The Craig Miller Family. Craig, Mari-
lyn Tompkins nephew, passed away De-
cember 22nd at the age of 62. His service 
is Jan. 4th in Glencoe. 

À The Jane Hager Family. Jane, wife of 
former MUMC Pastor Larry Hager, passed 
away December 20th at the age of 83. 
 

Living with Cancer 
Terry Vanderbeekôs cousin 
Debbie, diagnosed with stage 
4 ovarian cancer and at U of 
M Hospital. 
Mother of 5 children, ex-
pecting her 6th child, diag-
nosed with stage 4 ovarian cancer. Her life 
is at risk if she proceeds with pregnancy. 
 

Our Shut-FkėCofbkapė^qą+ 

Lake Ridge Manor - 

 Donovan and Etta Hayes. 

Living at Home -  

 Gladys Halderson 

 John Hylland 
 

Hospitalization 
Linda Prestidgeôs Aunt 
Angie, age 96, hospitalized with a com-
pression fracture in her back. Also, her 
Aunt Ivy hospitalized. 
Jacob Smothers, Angie Ferrellôs son, 
hospitalized with Influenza B. 
 

Needing Healing 
Maria Gohman, friend of Christie Illies, 
had surgery on her left knee Nov. 20th 
then broke her right ankle. 
 

Lifting in our prayers 
Linda Prestidgeôs cousin Lois Ann, bat-
tling lung cancer. UPDATE: 
Lois Ann passed away the 
week of November 3rd. 
Craig Miller, Marilyn 
Tompkins nephew as he 
continues to recover from a 
serious stroke. UPDATE: 
Craig had another massive stroke Dec. 
22nd. (See Grieving.) 
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Those impacted by Fires in California & 
Australia and the Firefighters/EMTôs. 
Duane Brunko, Jane Gessingerôs Dad, 
had a stint put in Nov. 4 to help his heart. 
For the safety of Deer Hunters. 
Stephen Hayes, after being let go from 
ñFat Old Guy Cafeò (caf® has closed). 
Cathy Marquette, co-worker of Mike 
Wagner, her mother passed away from  
cancer. 
All our past & present Veterans! 
Ricki Malerichôs brother Rusty success-
ful surgical implant, still in pain until elec-
trical stimulator turned on. UPDATE: Do-
ing well now and hopes to return to work 
soon!  
Luke Prestidge, as he completes his final 
week of Boot Camp called ñThe Crucible.ò 
Three teens killed at school shooting in 
Santa Clarita, CA. 
Those seeking employment. 
Kirk Lomker, having neck surgery Nov. 
12th. 
Pastor Paul Baker, having his second 
cataract surgery Nov. 18th. 
William Babatz, fell and broke several 
ribs. 
Marilyn Tompkins sister Caroline, seri-
ous stomach infection from an amoeba 
after doing missionary work in Guyana & 
Haiti - and having her right breast removed 
after a removed lump returned. 
Christie Illies, seeing a cardiologist for  
heart palpitations. UPDATE: Christie had 
a successful Ablation procedure Dec. 26th. 
Koala Bears, so many killed in wildfires, 
and 80% of their habitat destroyed. 

Carol Prestidge, having surgery Dec. 3rd. 
Mary Parks, friend of Ricki Malerich and 
sings with Golden Aires, having problems 
with her esophagus which affects her sing-
ing, awaiting surgery. 
Linda Brown, friend of Sherry Ovall, doc-
tors found a mass on her. 
Amy Chaffins, injured her wrist. 
Lanny Schnier, Keith & Bob Prestidgeôs 
cousin. Suffering with a brain tumor, fac-
ing 6 weeks of radiation 5 days a week 
starting Dec. 16th. His wife Connie grew-
up in MUMC. 
The Army National Guardsmen killed 
December 5th in a helicopter crash in 
Kimball, MN: 
Chief Warrant Officer 2 -James Rogers, Jr. 
Sargent -Kort Miller Plantenberg 
Chief Warrant Officer 2 -Charles Nord 

Lyn Bonnema, going in for back spinal 
injections Dec. 19th. UPDATE: slowly 
healing and at church Dec. 29th! 
Brayden Ashbaugh, as he undergoes 
some testing for behavioral problems. 
All those sick and hospitalized with 
Colds, Flu, Influenza B, etc. 
Briella Malerich, Ricki Malerichôs grand-
daughter has Influenza B. 
Carol Hoppe, home sick with the ñcrudò. 
Larry Hager, former MUMC Pastor, his 
wife Jane passed away Dec. 20th. 
Annandale UMC family, their disabled 
son, wheelchair bound was taken to the 
hospital Dec. 29th. 
Luke Prestidge, leaving for CA Jan. 3rd 
for USMC combat training. 

 
Blessings and Celebrations 
Donna Marquette, re-
covering well and going 
home soon (and AZ)! 
Prestidge-Illies Family 
(12) going to Las Vegas! 
Worship celebration of UMW 150th An-
niversary! 
Isabella Johnson turning 11 years old! 
Diane & Terry Rux, for painting sanctu-
ary walls and west hallway! 
Kim & Mike Wagner, for painting sound 
booth and putting floor trim around booth. 
Herman Epple, for always keeping our 
sidewalks clear! 
Luke Prestidge, graduated 
from USMC Basic Train-
ing in San Diego December 
6th. The family was there 
to watch him graduate! 
Mike & Kim Wagner, for 
all their work for the 
Thanksgiving Dinner. 
The nice weather as peo-
ple travel for Christmas 
holidays! 
Pastor Paul extends Prayers of Hope  
For 2020! 

 
 

Prayers of JOY  
For all of the many  

Birthdays & Anniversaries  
Celebrated in  

November & December! 



4(!.+ 9/5 ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓ 
ÃÁÎÄÉÅÓ Ǫ ÃÏÏËÉÅÓȟ ÁÌÏÎÇ 
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÃÒÁÆÔÓȟ ÆÏÒ 
ÏÕÒ !ÎÎÕÁÌ #ÁÎÄÙȟ #ÏÏËÉÅ  
Ǫ #ÒÁÆÔ 3ÁÌÅȦ 
 

0ÒÏÃÅÅÄÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÔ ×ÅÒÅ ΏΧΡΡ ͯ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ×ÈÉÃÈ  
×ÅÎÔ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ !ÐÐÏÒÔÉÏÎÍÅÎÔÓȦ 

YŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƭŜŀƴ  
ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀōƭŜ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ  
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ  

ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘϥǎ IƻǳǎŜΦ  
 

²Ŝ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǝƳŜ ϧ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇπ
ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƭŜŀƴΦ IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ōŀǎƛŎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ 
ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΗ 
-LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘǊŀǎƘ ƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǳǘΤ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴκƭǳƴŎƘǊƻƻƳΣ ǊŜǎǘǊƻƻƳǎ ϧ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƘŀƭƭΦ  
-bh¢9Υ ¢ǊŀǎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǳǘ ŀƊŜǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ {ǳƴπ
Řŀȅǎ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƛǩƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿŜŜƪΦ  
-wŜŎȅŎƭŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ όп ōƛƴǎΥ ōȅ ŎƻǇƛŜǊΣ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΣ 
ƳŀƛƭōƻȄŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƘŀƭƭΦ 
-wŜǎǘǊƻƻƳǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŎƭŜŀƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ǇŀǇŜǊκǇŀǇŜǊ 
ǘƻǿŜƭǎ ǊŜǎǘƻŎƪŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƪŜȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ŜȄǝƴƎǳƛǎƘŜǊ ōƻȄ ǿƛǘƘ ƧŀƴƛǘƻǊ 
ŎƭƻǎŜǘ ƪŜȅ όƎǊŜŜƴ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ǎƴŜŀƪŜǊ ƪŜȅŎƘŀƛƴύΦ 
-²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀƴŜŘ ƻŦ ŬƴƎŜǊǇǊƛƴǘǎ ϧ ǎƳǳŘƎŜǎΦ 
-!ƭƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾŀŎǳǳƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƛǊǎ ǎǿŜǇǘΦ 
 

LŦ ŀ ¢ŜŀƳ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻƴǘƘ - ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
¢ŜŀƳ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΦ  

 

§  RED TEAM (January & December) 
Families - Ashbaugh, Illies, K. Prestidge, L. Prestidge and 
T. Prestidge. 
 

§ BLUE TEAM (February & September) 
Families - Dostal, Ferrell, Gessinger, Mattheis, Sanchez  
& K. Rux. 
 

§  GREEN TEAM (March & July) 
Families - Hoppe & Becker, Danford, Ovall & Johnson. 
 

§ PINK TEAM (April & November) 
Families - Ault, Folkestad, Kanduth, L. Marquette,  
K. Marquette, Nelson & Reinhart. 
 

§ YELLOW TEAM (May & August) 
Families - D. Rux, Oberlander, Severson-Lieser & Wagner. 
 

§ ORANGE TEAM (June & October) 
Families - Chaffins, C. Prestidge, Tourville  
& Vanderlinde. 
 

Questions/Concerns/Suggestions 
Email:  montrosemnumw@gmail.com 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ wŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎ 

 

NEW MEETING DAY FOR HANNAH CIRCLE,  

STARTING JAN. 2020!  

THE 3rd MONDAY OF THE MONTH!  

WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US! 
 

The UMW Hannah Circle will meet  

Monday, January 20th at 7 pm 

in the church library and rather than using the  

UMW Program Book, we are using THE UPPER ROOM 
Small Group Studies  

(found in the back of the booklets).  

 

 

 

Our session will have a 20-30 minute study, then move into 

our monthly business meeting.  Please see the newsletter 

calendar for dates. We invite you to join us for the program, 

business meeting, or both.  Our meetings are open to all 

women in the congregation. 

Please contact us at: montrosemnumw@gmail.com       

with any questions.   

DƛƊ DƛǾƛƴƎ aŀŘŜ 9ŀǎȅΗ 

Remember that you can purchase GIFT CARDS any time 

of the year from hundreds of retailers through the    

SCRIP PROGRAM which also supports the church 

through rebates! 

Gift Cards are the perfect gift for Birthdays, Weddings, 
Bridal/Baby Showers, or your own shopping needs!  

See Angie Ferrell or Kelly Rux for info 
 

**These cards are available onsite** 

 

mailto:montrosemnumw@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

  
 

1  
 

2 
6:15 pm Miss. Journey (F) 
6 - 9 pm Palabra Viva (S) 
7 pm Boy Scouts (K) 

3 
 

4 
4 - 9 pm Palabra Viva (S/F) 
8 - 10 pm AA (K) 

5 

9:30 am Fellowship Hour (F) 
9:30 am Sunday School (C) 
10:30 am Worship Service (S) 
11:45 am Book Study (C) 

6  
SCRIP   
ORDER    
DAY! 

7 

7 pm Hand Bells 
Rehearsal (S) 

8 
4:30 pm L4C (S) 
7 pm Chancel Choir  
Rehearsal (S) 

9 

6 pm Trustees Mtg. (F) 
6 - 9 pm Palabra Viva (S) 
7 pm Boy Scouts (K) 

10 
7 pm  
MOVIE    
NIGHT (F) 

11 
9:30 am - 11 am DECORA-
TION TAKE-DOWN 
4 - 9 pm Palabra Viva (S/F) 
8 - 10 pm AA (K) 

12 
9:30 am Fellowship Hour (F) 
9:30 am Sunday School (C) 
10:30 am Worship Service (S) 
11:45 am Book Study (C) 

13 
 

14 
7 pm Hand Bells 
Rehearsal (S) 

15 
4:30 pm L4C (S) 
5:30 pm - 7 pm  
CONFIRM. CLASS (C) 
7 pm Church Council (L) 

16 
6 - 9 pm Palabra Viva (S) 
7 pm Boy Scouts (K) 
 
 

17  
 
 
 

 
 

18 
4 - 9 pm Palabra Viva (S/F) 
8 - 10 pm AA (K) 
 

 

19 Human Relations    

         Day 
9:30 am Fellowship Hour (F) 
9:30 am Sunday School (C) 
10:30 am Worship Service (S) 
11:45 am Book Study (C) 
 

20 
MLK  Day 
SCRIP  
ORDER 
DAY! 
7 pm Hannah 
Circle (L) 

21 
7 pm Hand Bells 
Rehearsal (S) 

22 
4:30 pm L4C (S) 
5:30 pm - 7 pm  
CONFIRM. CLASS (C) 
7 pm Chancel Choir  
Rehearsal (S) 

23 
6 - 9 pm Palabra Viva (S) 
7 pm Boy Scouts (K) 
 

 
 

24 
 

25 
4 - 9 pm Palabra Viva (S/F) 
8 - 10 pm AA (K) 

26 
9:30 am Fellowship Hour (F) 
9:30 am Sunday School (C) 
10:30 am Worship Service (S) 
11:45 am Book Study (C) 

27 
 

28 
11:30 am - 1 pm 
FE+ED Set-up (MCC) 
4 - 7 pm FE+ED Distro 
(MCC) 
7 pm Hand Bells 
Rehearsal (S) 

29  
4:30 pm L4C (S) 
5:30 pm - 7 pm  
CONFIRM. CLASS (C) 
7 pm Chancel Choir  
Rehearsal (S) 

                          

30 
6 - 9 pm Palabra Viva (S) 
7 pm Boy Scouts (K) 

31  

HANG ME ON YOUR 
REFRIDGERATOR 

FOR EASY  
REFERENCE! 
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EVENT LOCATION KEY 
S Sanctuary 
F Fellowship Hall 
L Library (former Chancel) 
C Classrooms ðLower Level 
O Church    Office 
K Kitchen and  Lunchroom 
Y Youth Room 
G  Outside Grounds  
OFF Offsite 
MCC Montrose Comm. Center 

If you cannot accomplish 

these acts of service as 

noted please find someone 

to take your spot or to 

swap with.        Thank You! 

MONTROSE UMC, 230 Center Avenue So., Montrose, MN 55363, 763-675-3571   Email: montroseumc@hotmail.com  

www.montroseunitedmethodistchurchmn.org    Facebook.com/Montrose United Methodist Church   Pastorôs Cell 320.455.7314 

BIRTHDAYS! 
ΧÓÔ *ÉÌÌ -ÁÒÚÅÁÎ 
ΧÓÔ-2ÏÂÉÎ -ÒÏÚÅË 
ΩÒÄ-#ÈÅÒÙÌ 'ÏÏÄÅ 
ΩÒÄ-(ÅÁÔÈÅÒ 0ÁÒËÓ 
ΪÔÈ-2ÉÃËÉ -ÁÌÅÒÉÃÈ  
ήÔÈ-4ÒÁÃÙ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎ 
ήÔÈ-+ÅÌÌÙ 0ÒÅÓÔÉÄÇÅ 

ΧΧÔÈ-+ÅÌÌÙ 2ÕØ 
ΧΨÔÈ-2Ï×ÁÎ 3ÁÎÃÈÅÚ 
ΧΩÔÈ-!ÕÂÒÅÙ (ÁÍÐÓÔÅÁÄ 
ΧΪÔÈ-&ÁÉÔÈ 0ÒÅÓÔÉÄÇÅ 
ΧήÔÈ-0ÁÍ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎ 
ΧήÔÈ-2ÙÌÅÙ !ÓÈÂÁÕÇÈ 
ΨΨÎÄ-+ÉÍ (ÙÌÌÁÎÄ 
ΨΨÎÄ-2ÏÎÄÁ 3ÐÒÅÅÍÁÎ 

ΨίÔÈ-+ÉÒË ,ÏÍËÅÒ 
ΩΦÔÈ-'ÌÁÄÙÓ (ÁÌÄÅÒÓÏÎ 
ΩΧÓÔ-+ÁÒÉ ,ÁÒÓÏÎ 

 
ANNIVERSARIES! 
ΧΨÔÈ--ÉËÅ Ǫ +ÉÍ 7ÁÇÎÅÒ 

òMAKING SENSE OF THE BIBLEó 
Book & Video Study with Pastor Paul 

 

Join Pastor Paul on Sundays after worship service, starting January 5th, 
for this video and book study on how we interpret scripture.  This will be 
a whirlwind of a journey through the scriptures, but hopefully this time 
together will help you to build your foundation for future biblical study. 

Invite a friend as we use this time together to grow in our faith.          JANUARY 

As we welcome new guests into our church remember 
the 3 principles of Radical Hospitality: 

1. NOTICE: Offer a warm greeting to each guest. 
2. PERSONAL ATTENTION: Introduce yourself and Get 

Their Names and Information!  Introduce guests to 
others and invite them to Fellowship. 

3. FOLLOW-THROUGH: After Worship Service, invite 
guests back and offer a sincere Good-bye. 


